CIRCUMVENTING THE MAHSEER AND OTHER SPORTING 
FISH IN INDIA AND BURMA, 

BY 

A. St. J. Macdonald. 

(With 16 text-figures) 

Part VII 

• (Continued from page 354, of this volume) 

Other Sporting Fish and How to catch Them. 

Carnatic Carp (1), Chitrahtu (2), Katli, Bokar (3), Jerruah (4), Olive Carp 
(5), White Carp (6), Black-spot (7), Malabar Carp (8), Rohu (9), Kala Banse (10), 
Mirgil (11), Cirrhina cirrhosa (12), Catla (13), Indian Trout (14), Barilius tileo 
(15), Chilwa (16). 

I have listed in this chapter all the common fish taken on rod and 
line in Burma and India; giving* the familiar or anglicised names 
followed by the ichthyological names, with a description of each 
fish. 

Actually these fish should be dealt with under two separate divi¬ 
sions—game and semi-game fish, as a large number of those listed 
are taken while fishing for mahseer or other larger varieties of carp, 
and to which it is not worth devoting much time when the larger 
species are available. I mean the smaller carp such as White carp, 
Olive carp, etc. 

I have appended short notes to the fish that are in my opinion 
worth catching or devoting one’s spare time to. 

Under Rohu, Murral, and Seetul, for instance, will be found 
methods of fishing not previously mentioned in any book, but quite 
worth a trial. The reader will find sufficient detail in this chapter 
to help him to find and catch the commoner fishes: but I would ask 
him to bear in mind, that, to what Thomas devoted 78 pages in his - 
book ‘The Rod in India’, I have condensed in a meagre 19. 

The text-figures were originally printed in Day’s,‘Fishes of India’. 
Fourteen were reproduced by Messrs Shaw and Shebbeare in their 
‘Fishes of Northern Bengal’. The blocks used by them were kindly 
loaned by the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal to whom the author 
and the Bombay Natural History Society wish to express their sincere 
thanks. 

The Mahseer I have dealt with fully in the Chapter on Burma, 
so will not include it again in this list, 
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SUB-CLASS : TELEOSTEI. Bony Fishes. 

Order: Physostomi 

The fresh water fishes of India belong- to the Sub-Class of Bony 
fishes (Teleostei). Most belong to the family of Carps (Cyprinidae) 
and the order of Sheat-fishes (Siluroidea). 

The Carps have no teeth in the mouth, but have scales on the 
body. The Sheat-fishes have no scales, but have teeth in the mouth. 

Family: CYPRINIDAE. 

This family is prominent in the absence of any sort of peculiari- 
rities, but the members are familiar to most people. A great majo¬ 
rity of Indian freshwater fishes belong to this family. They have 
scales on the body but the head is naked. Frequently barbels are 
present, but no adipose fin is to be found. There is only one dorsal 
fin with its first few rays closely adpressed and unbranched; the last 
unbranched ray is sometimes serrated along its hinder margin. 
Mouth is toothless, but there are teeth in the throat known as 
Pharyngeal teeth, which may be arranged in one, two, or more 
series. This family comprises the Carps, Mahseers, Barbels, etc., all 
of which are game and sporting* fish. 

Genus : Barbus 

i. CARNATIC CARP : Barbus (Puntius) carnaticus Jerdon. 

Vernacular names:— Poaree candee, Saalcandee , Shelley Tamil; Gtd-pakke , 
Canarese ; Giddi-kaoli , Hind. 

D. 12 (|) ; ,P. 15 ; V. 9 ; A. 7 (?) ; C. 19 ; L. 1*32. 



Rivers along the bases of Nilghiris, Wynaad and South Canara 
hills are the common habitat of this fish. The dorsal profile is more 
connex than the ventral. The upper jaw is larger and the lower 
labial fold is interrupted. There are two pairs of barbels, both being 
thin and shorter than the eve. The dorsal fin commences anterior to the 
insertion of the ventrals and midway between the snout and the base 
of the caudal fin; it is about f as high as the body. Its last undivided 
ray is a strong and smooth spine, as .long as the head in the 
immature specimens, but sometimes longer in the adults. Pectoral 
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fin is as long* as or slightly longer than the head while the anal fin 
reaches * the caudal. The lateral line is complete and there are 3 J 
rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin. The colour 
of the fikh is greenish-brown along the back, becoming dull white 
glossed with gold on the sides and beneath. The fins are grayish 
and the eyes are golden. This fish runs to 25 lbs and frequents the 
same water as the mahseef; is taken best on fly. To the inexperi¬ 
enced eye it may be mistaken for a mahseer. They are caught in 
quiet runs and eddies and back waters between runs, more than in 
white water of. the rapids" themselves as in the case of mahseer. 
Und^r trees, near r sunken' logs or swirls, round rocks, are the 
specially beloved places of this fish. The flies'they take" best are size 
No. 5 or 6 in hooks arid black or dark. An all peacock fly is probably 
most killing. 

2. CHITRAHTUo Barbus (Puntius) chillinoides McClelland. 

Vernacular name:— Chit-rcih-too, Punj. 

D. 10-11 ; P. 17; V. 9; A. 7 (2/5^; C. 19; 

L. 1. 32-35. 



Fig. 2.— Barbus ( Puntius ) chillinoides McClelland. 


This fish is found, along the Himalayas as far to the east as 
Assam, and also in the Ganges. It attains about 2 J ft. in length. 
The body is rather elongated so that the dorsal and abdominal pro¬ 
files are about equally convex. The upper jaw is slightly the longer 
and the snout overhangs the mouth which is directed forwards. The 
lips are moderately thick, the lower with a continuous transverse 
fold, but without a lobe. There are two pairs of barbels which are 
of about the same length and equal to diameter of the orbit. The 
dorsal fin commences about midway between the tip of the snout and 
the base of the caudal fin. Its last undivided ray is osseous, very 
strong and entire. The anal fin reaches the base of the caudal which 
is deeply forked. The lateral line is complete and there are three 
rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin. The colour 
of the fish is golden above becoming silvery beneath. The margins 
of the scales are provided with numerous fine black dots. A black 
mark is present behind the opercle. The fins are reddish, 
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3. KATLI. Barbus (Lissochilns) hexagonolepis McClelland. 

Vernacular names: —Bokar and Boolooah Assam; Katli, Nepal. 

D.4/9; P.1/13-15; V.l/8; A. 3/5; C. 19; L. I. 22-31. 



Fig. 3. —Barbus ( Lissochilus ) hexagonolepis McClelland. 


This is the Bokar of the Assamese and Katli of the Nepalese. It 
is also known as the Snub-nosed Mahseer and is perhaps the 
commonest large-scaled Barbel of Assam and of the Eastern Hima¬ 
layas. Though Shaw and Shebbeare do not attribute a good size to 
this fish, it is known to grow to a fairly big size. Moreover 
according to Mr. S. J. Duncan 1 this is the 4 Mighty Mahseer of the 
region traversed by him and that it was found in almost all the rivers 
of the Hills’. 

This is a beautifully coloured fish, though the colouration might 
vary considerably according to the nature of the water inhabited by 
the fish. According to Hora 2 “The dorsal surface of the head and 
body was bottle green, the lateral band above the -lateral line was 
yellowish brown followed by an area of King’s, blue colour which was 
replaced below by silvery white. The edges of - the scales were 
marked with light bluish neutral tint. The tip of the snout was 
stone green, and the barbels had a. neutral tint. There were two 
oval patches of a light yellow colour before and behind the eyes; the 
iris was yellowish brown and the gill cover light alizarine pink. The 
dorsal fin had a citron green colour, while the pelvic, anal and 
greater part of the pectoral and caudal fins were of a slate grey 
colour. There was a patch of buff colour on the pectoral and the 
margin of the caudal was of a light greenish neutral tint.’ In 
general form this fish is similar to B. (Tor) mosal , but the head is 
relatively shorter and broadly rounded in front. The most conspicu¬ 
ous feature of the head is the possession of several rows of 
horny tubercles on the sides in front of and below the eyes. 
Shaw and Shebbeare noted that the habits of this fish are 'very 
similar to those of the Mahseer. As a sporting fish there is nothing 
to choose between them, weight for weight. It is unfortunate that, 
as both take the same lures, and are found in the same water, the 
smaller species is often taken on much too heavy tackle which does 


1 Hora, S. L., Game Fishes of India, xi, 4. Journ. Bombay Nat , Hist. Soc 

XLII, p. 86 (1940). 
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not give him a chance to show his power’. I have taken these fish 
in Nepal as far west as the Girwa River. See 25 -pound Chocolate 
Mahseer in Chapter on Burma, caught by the author, which has been 
identified by Hora as the Bokar. 

4. JERRUAH. Barbus (Puntius) chagunio (Ham.) 

Vernacular names :— Jerruah, Beng. ; Chaguni, Behar; Pootee keintah, Assam 

D. 3/8; P. 15; V. 9; A 3/5 ; C. 19; L. 1. 44-47. 



Fig. 4 .—Barbus ( Puntius ) chagunio (Hamilton). Male 


This fish inhabits clear streams and rivers in the foot-hills, Terai 
and Duars. According to Day it attains at least 18 inches. The 
upper profile in front of the dorsal fin is more arched than the lower. 
The snout is bold and is covered with sunken pores which in males 
are more strongly marked and more sharply defined. There are two 
pairs of barbels which are rather longer than the orbit. The dorsal 
fin arises midway between the end of the snout and the base of the 
caudal fin. Its undivided ray is osseous, strong with coarse teeth: 
Some of the last few anal rays are elongated in the males and the 
species exhibits marked sexual dimorphism. Colour .—The fish is 
silvery with a faint pinkish tinge. A black spot is present at the 
base of each scale on the upper three quarters of the body. Fins are 
yellowish, dorsal and caudal with a suffused sub-marginal band of 
red touched with black. - Pelvics and anal are tinged with red. The 
male is more brilliant throughout and the black fin tips are more 
marked. 

5. OLIVE CARP. * Barbus (Puntius) sarana (Ham.) 

Vernacular names :— Punjella, Tam. ; Giddi-kaoli, Durhie and Potah , Hind. ; 
Gid-pakke, Canarese; Kanaka , Telugu ; Sarana , Ooriah and Bengali; Jundoori, 
Punj. ; Pop-pree and Kuh-nah-nee , Sind; Sen-nee , Assam; Nga-khon-mah-gyr and 
N ga-chong , Burmese. 

D. 3/8; P. 15 : V. 9; A. 3/5 ; C. 19; L. 1. 32-34. 

This fish inhabits clear streams of the foot hills, Terai and Duars, 
also ponds and borrow pits. 

The body is deep and moderately compressed. The dorsal pro¬ 
file is elevated. No pores are present on th6. snout. The lower 
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labial fold is interrupted. There are two pairs of barbels; the 
rostral is as long as the orbit while the maxillary is slightly longer. 
The dorsal fin arises rather nearer the snout than the base of the 
caudal fin, and opposite the insertion of the ventrals. The undivided 
dorsal ray is osseous, strong in the- adult and finely serrated 
posteriorly. There are 3 J to 4 rows of scales between the lateral 



Fig. 5 .—Barbus (.Puntius ) saratia (Hamilton). 


line and the base of the ventral fin. Colour —silvery, darker above. 
Usually a golden blotch is found on the opercle and sometimes a small 
dark spot is also seen behind the gill-opening. The young indivi¬ 
duals have a faint black spot covering 25 th to 28 th scales on the 
lateral line. The fins are greyish-white with the caudal, pelvic and 
anal fins tipped red. 


6. WHITER CARP. Barbus (Puntius) curmuca (Ham.) 

D. 12 (3/9);; P. 16; V. 9; A. 8 (3/5); C. 18; L. 1. 41. 



Fig. 6 .—Barbus (Puntius) curmuca (Hamilton). 


A fish attaining four feet in length, it is found along the Western 
Ghats of India. The dorsal profile is more convex than the ventral. 
The head is rather compressed with a conical snuot and 
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transversely concave interorbital space. In the adults, a band of open 
pores may be present running* from the preorbital along the cheek. 
There are two pairs of maxillary barbels, the lower as long as the eye 
while the upper is only half as long. The dorsal fin arises in front 
of the ventrals and is rather nearer to the snout than to the base of 
the caudal fin; its last undivided ray is weak and articulated. The 
lateral line is complete, with 3 J rows of scales between it and the 
base of the ventral fin. The caudal fin is deeply forked and its lobes 
are pointed. Colour .—The fish is silvery which is lighter on 
the sides and beneath. The tips of the caudal fin are blackish. In 
the young, however, the middle third of the caudal fin is orange and 
tipped with black. 


7. BLACK SPOT. Barbus (Puntius) filamentosus (Cuv. & Val.). 1 
D. 11 (3/8); P. 15 ; V. 9; A. 7 (2/5); C. 19 ; L. 1. 21 , 



"Fig. 7 .—Barbus ( Puntinus) filamentosus (Cuv. & Val.). 

This fish is only about 6 inches in length and it is found from 
Canara down the Western Coast, along the base of the Nilgiris to 
'Travancore Hills and Ceylon. The body is compressed and the 
upper jaw is the longer of the two. The lower labial fold is inter¬ 
rupted. In the mature males the snout is covered with large, pores. 
There is only one pair of small barbels which are difficult to make 
out at times. There is a thin maxillary pair extending to below the 
centre of the orbit in some specimens while it is very minute in others. 
The dorsal fin commences midway between the snout and the base of 
the caudal fin. Its last undivided ray is articulated, smooth and 
feeble. Some of the branched rays in the mature males are elongat¬ 
ed. The caudal is deeply lobed. The lateral line is complete with 
2 \ rows of scales between it and the base of the ventral fin. 
Colour.— The fish is silvery white, with a deep black oval mark on 
the lateral line covering the scales from about the fourteenth to the 
eighteenth. There is a dark band along the dorsal fin. The caudal 
fin is red, tipped with black. 

It will be seen from the above description that this species shows 
marked sexual dimorphism. The. form described as Barbus mahecola 

1 B. mahecola and B. filamentosus are males and females of the same species. 
See Hora, Rec. Ind. Mus ., XXXIX, p 22 (1937) and Hora and Ij&v. Rec, Ind. 
Mus ., XLIII, p. 245 (1941). 
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(Cuv. & Val.) is a female in which the tubercles are absent on the 
snout and the rays of the dorsal hn are not elongated beyond the 
membrane. Similar sexual dimorphism is found in Barbus chagunio 
described above. 


8 . MALABAR CARP. Barbus (Tor) khudree var. malabaricus Jerdon. 

D. 12-13(~) ; P. 17 ; V. 9 ; A. 8 (3/5); C. 19 ; L. 1 . 24. 



Fig. 8 .—Barbus (Tor) khudree , var. malabaricus Jerdon. 


This fish is an inhabitant of the streams of South Ganara, down 
the Western Ghats to the Travancore Hillsr 1 It attains at least 
18 inches in length. The dorsal and .ventral profilest,are moderately 
convex. The upper jaw is slightly longer than the lower one. The 
lips are thick and the lower labial fold is complete and the lower lip 
is provided with a median lobe. There are two pairs of barbels of 
which the maxillary pair reaches to the hind margin of the orbit 
while the rostral pair is shorter. The dorsal fin arises in advance of 
the ventral and its last undivided ray is osseous, but weak. The 
lateral line is complete with rows of scales'between it and the 
base of the ventral fin. Colour. —The fish is bluish above, 
becoming white on the abdomen. The fins are usually blue and the 
eyes are red. Sometimes the fish is brown and the dorsal, pectoral 
and ventral fins are red, or against the edges of the fine may be dark. 

This species is a race of the Deccan Mahseer or Khudree ( Barbus 
(Tor) khudree Sykes) in which the dorsal fin has a weak and articu¬ 
lated spine. 

Genus ; Labeo. 

9. ROHU, Labeo rohita (Ham). 

Vernacular names:— Ruhu, Ooriah; Ruee , Ben.; N ga-myit-chin and Nga° 
ntyit-tsan-nee, Burmese; Dum-bra , Sind. 

D. 15-6 (j^) ; P. 17 ; V. 9 ; A. 7 (2/5) ; C. 19; 

L. 1-40-42. 

This is the commonest carp of the plains; It is highly 
esteemed as food and is to be found in all sorts of water, 
the best being those taken in clear running water, and not too large. 
It is deep in form, the dorsal profile being more convex than the 
ventral. The greatest width of the head equals its length excluding 
the snout which is obtuse, depressed, but projecting beyond the 
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jaws. No lateral lobe is present. Lips thick, fringed with a distinct 
inner fold above and below. Generally there is a short and thin 
maxillary pair of barbels, though a rostral pair is sometimes present. 
The dorsal fin arises about midway between the snout and base of 
caudal fin. Pectoral is as long as the head excluding snout. Ventrals 



are inserted below the third or fourth dorsal ray. Caudal is deeply 
forked. There are 6-6| rows of scales between lateral line and base 
of ventral fin. The fish is bluish or brownish along the back, be¬ 
coming silvery on the sides and beneath; sometimes there is a red 
mark on each scale. In some specimens the fins are black. 

Rohu frequent the sluggish water of pools in rivers, and will 
occasionally be seen in shoals in slow runs sucking in vegetation off 
the top of the water. I have caught them while doing this in the 
Saber Matti near Ahmedabad in the following way:—On observing 
closely I noticed that green weed was the dainty morsel these fish 
were foraging. Some was collected and a fine cast with a very small 
hook provided the tackle; attaching the weed to the hook was a 
most tedious business. When this was done by wrapping it round 
the hook and tying it into position with fine silk the weed would come 
off as soon as it was in the water or swell too much to tempt the 
fish. Perseverance conquered. When the correct amount was 
gauged, a light float (quill) was attached to the cast io inches from 
the hook, and the bait allowed to move down with the current till it 
was engineered into the midst of a shoal where it was immediately 
taken, the float"signalling the pop, pop movement of the fish sucking 
it in which was the indication to strike. I caught several fish this 
way, with the shoal still feeding. 

The Rohu has a very small mouth set very low in the head, and 
almost below it. They are game fish, however, and when hooked 
will jump right out of the water two or three times. They provide 
one of the chief foods in Bengal and Bihar and are quite tasty. 
They do well in tanks where they are fished for in the commonly 
known way (seen chapter on ‘Tank Angling’). 

Hand Line Fishing for Rohu .—I was shown by an old Moha- 
pied an how to catch Rohu on a hand line, ‘Tuggy’ or ‘Tungoos’ 
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it is slow work but great fun when a fish is hooked. They seem to 
put up a much better fight in a river than in a tank. 1 detail this 
method so that anyone keen enough may give it a trial. I have 
caught fish up to 20 pounds in this way. 

River Fishing for Rohu. —A line 60 yards in length is wrapped 
criss-cross over a small dried vegetable marrow. This is the substi¬ 
tute for the winch. 

The Mount. —The mount is a thick piece of string J inch 
thick, with a heavy weight 6 ozs or more fixed on to one end, and 
to the other end the line is attached. Equal distance from the ends 
are two fine pieces of line attached to the mount about 6 inches long, 
with a large hook attached (size 4/0 in Limerick hooks) to each 
length. Mount is about a yard long. 

These are baited with nice juicy red earthworms, as much as they 
can hold, and then enough line is collected off the bobbin, and held 
in loops or laid in coils on the sand. The cast is then made by 
swinging the weight round in the manner of a stone sling, and cast 
into a slow flowing part of the river, which is either connecting two 
pools or is known to be a feeding ground. 

The next operation is to collect in the line till it is as near taut as 
you can get it, without moving the weight, and to fix the line into a 
slotted bamboo peg which will give a slight resistance to a tug; this 
with the weight hooks the fish, and the funs begins. The peg is about 
6 inches high. 

Vlaying the Fish .—-The line is picked up as soon as a run is 
registered, and the fish is played through the fingers, exactly the 
same way as we do on a rod and reel. 

Clubbing the Fish. —When the fish is tired, and the mount 
comes into the hand, raise the head gradually to the surface. A 
small club which is held by the chin against the chest is used for 
knocking the fish on the head. The fisherman goes over his knees 
into the water to do this. 

It is in this way with a lump of Raggi paste, the size of a duck’s 
egg and no added weight that the big Mahseer and Rohu of the 
Cauvery and Cubbany rivers in Mysore are taken; and it was in this 
way, a correspondent informs me, that Rivett Carnac’s 119-pound 
fish was captured. Substituting of course the rod and reel for the 
marrow ! 

Rohu Rising .—A Rohu comes to the surface and breaks the 
water with a loud splash and strong swirl, after which he generally 
lets up two bubbles. Bottom fishing for Rohu is dealt with fully in 
the chapter ‘Tank Angling.’ 

10. KALA BANSE. Labeo calbasu- (Ham.) 

Vernacular names: —N alla-gandu-menu , Telugu ; Kalbasu and Kunda , 
Ben. ; Cuggera (Siane); Mahlee , Assam ; Kala beines , Ooriah and Hind. ; Di , 
Punj.; Di-hee, Sind; Dai , Dutch ; Kurri-mertu, Canarese Nga-nek-pya, Nga-noo- 
than and Nga-ong-iong i Burmese. ~ . 

D. 16-18 (iIjj); P. 19; V. 9, A. 7 (J) ; C. 19; 

L. 1-40-44. 

The width of head equals its length excluding snout. Mouth 
narrow, obtuse and depressed. No lateral lobe but pores are present. 
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Lips thick, fringed, more especially the lower one, each having a 
distinct inner fold. There are four barbels, the rostrals 
being slightly the longer, equalling the diameter of the eyes. 
Dorsal fin arises midway between the snout and the base of the caudal 
fin. Ventrals commence below the fourth or fifth dorsal ray. 
Caudal is deeply forked. There are 5 i to 6 rows of scales between 
the lateral line and the base of the ventral fin. The fish is blackish, 
sometimes with a scarlet centre for many of the scales. It grows to 
3 feet in length. 



Fig. io .—Labeo calbasu (Hamilton). 


These fish seem to have a partiality for old masonry, walls and 
sunken trees in river and can be seen playing about in such places, 
sucking, and rubbing their sides against the masonry or trees, as 
the case may be. They are in structure the same as the Rohu, and 
are even known by some as the Black Rohu. This fish is well 
illustrated in Thomas’ ‘Rod in India’. I have taken them on small 
Fly Spoon, once or twice, but this is most unusual as the mouth of 
the fish is set right below the face and is very small. I was fishing 
for Mahseer at the time. 

They rise unlike the Rohu in a most frightened manner, coming 
up to the surface with a rush, almost perpendicularly, and turning 
on the surface, go down as fast. They are game fish, and are best 
caught in the manner shown under ‘Tank Angling’. They do well 
in tanks. The largest I have caught was 16 pounds. 

Genus : Cirrhina. 

11 . MIRGIL. Cirrhina mirgala (Ham.) 

Vernacular names:— Mirrgah, Ooriah; Mirgala, Beng. and Hind; Naim , 
Hind. (N.-W.P.); Ngarkyin and Ngga-gyein, Burmese; Mor-ah-kee, Sind and 
Cutch. 

D. 15-16 (JL) ; P. 15 j V. 9; A. 8 ; (?) : C. 15 ; 

L. 1-40-45. 

This is a fine fish of elegant appearance. The greatest width of 
the head equals , its length behind the middle of the eyes. The eyes 
are situated in the anterior half of the head. Width of mouth equals 
2/5 of the length of the head. Pores may or may not be present on 
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rather nearer to the snout than to the base of the caudal fin, and 
the snout. Only two barbels are present. The dorsal finarises 
rather nearer to the snout than to the base of the caudal fin, and 
opposite the 12 scale lateral line. Pectoral fin is as long as the head 
excluding the snout, and does not reach the ventral. Caudal fin 



Fig. 11 .—Cirrhina mirgala (Hamilton). 


deeply forked 5-J to 6 rows between lateral fine and the base of 
ventral fin. Colour .—Silvery dark grey along the back, sometimes 
having a coppery tinge. The pectoral ventral and anal orange 
stained with black. Eyes golden. The fish grows up to 3 feet in 
length. (See also Chapter X.) 

12 . CIRRHINA CIRRHOSA (Bloch). € 

Vernacular names.— Ven-candi, Tam. ; Aruzu, Telugu. 

d. 17 ' 19 (ifi) ; p< 19, A- 8 (I) : c - 19, L - L 42 - 44 - 



Fig. 12 .—Cirrhina cirrhosa (Bloch). 


The dorsal profile of this fish is more convex than the ventral one. 
The greatest width of head equals its length excluding snout. Width 
of mouth equals 1/3 of the length of head. Usually some fine pores 
are present on the snout. Four barbels are present of which the 
rostrals are rather longer. The dorsal fin arises considerably in 
advance of the ventrals and midway between, the snout, and the 
posterior position of the base of the anal gn. In some large 

3 
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specimens the first few rays are very much elonged. Caudal deeply 
forked. There are 5 J to 6 rows of scales present between the lateral 
line and the base of the ventral find. Colour. —-Silvery, every scale 
having a red centre except along the abdomen where they are of 
dull yellowish white. Dorsal, caudal the outer end of the anal and 
pectoral stained with grey. 

Mirgal or Naini are caught in the same manner as the Rohu, m 
river though they do not come up to the surface like the Rohu to 
suck in vegetation. The mouth of this fish is set higher in the head, 
though small and of the same warty construction as the Kala Banse. 
They do excellently in tanks and are quite game fish, caught in the 
same manner as the Rohu in tanks. 

Genus : Catla. 

13 . CATLA. Catla catla (Ham.) 

Vernacular names :— Botchee, Telugu ; Catlap Beng. and Hind., Punj. ; Barkur , 
Ooriah; Nga-thainv , Burmese; Tambara , Hind. (Bombay) ; Boassa , Hind. 
(N.-W.P.); Tay-lee , Sind. 

d. 17 ‘ 19 (li^y ; p - 21 ; v - 9 > A - 8 (|)>‘ c - 19 < L - L 4 °- 49 - 



Fig. 13 .^—Catla catla (Hamilton). 

This fish is largely employed for stocking tanks. It grows to 
about 6 feet in length. It is much esteemed as food when not 
exceeding two feet for the fish becomes coarser as it grows bigger. 

The eyes with free orbital margins are situated in the anterior 
half of the head which is broad and the greatest width of which equals 
its length behind the middle of the eyes. The mouth is wide with a 
prominent lower jaw. In large specimens pores may be present on 
the snout. No upper lip, but the lower one is large and folded. No 
barbels present. Body is moderately compressed. Dorsal profile 
more convex than the abdominal one. The dorsal fin arises in 
advance of the ventrals. Pectoral extends to the ventrals which in 
males reach the anal. Anal laid flat, reaches to beyond the com¬ 
mencement of the caudal. There are 5 J to rows of scales 
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between the lateral line and the base of the ventral fin. The fish is 
greyish above becoming silvery on the sides and beneath. Fins are 
dark coloured, becoming nearly black in some specimens. 

The diet of this fish is difficult to determine with any certainty, but 
it is occasionally taken in tanks when fishing for Rohu, and is 
essentially a sporting fish of the tanks alone. (See chapter under 
‘Tank Angling’.) 

Catla rise much in the same fashion as Rohu, and have the same 
habit of sucking on the surface, where scum or green slime has 
collected. An expert with dry fly may capture them on a hook bait¬ 
ed with the green weed mentioned under Rohu. They are game and 
good fighters. 


Genus : Barilius. 

14. INDIAN TROUT. Barilius (Opsarius) bola (Ham.) 

Vernacular names:—Hind. Bola Goha , and Buggarah. Beng. Bola; Punj. 
Pahlah; Behar Chagunee ; Ooriah Bugguah ; Korang , Assam. 


D. 3/7-8; A. 3/10 ; P. 13 ; V. 9 ; C. 19 ; L. 1. 88-94. 



Fig. 14 .—Barilius ( Opsarius ) bola Hamilton 

This fish possesses the characteristic Trout-like form with the 
head and body greatly compressed, the head being sharply pointed. 
It is proportionately smaller in the younger individual. Its dorsal 
profile is scarcely arched while the ventral one is somewhat convex. 
The eye is situated entirely in the anterior half of the head and in 
adult specimens the mouth opening extends about ij diametei of 
the eye behind the posterior margin of the orbit. The mouth is 
very wide and directed obliquely upwards. The upper jaw is the 
longer and is deeply notched in the middle to receive a prominent 
knob of the lower jaw. Barbels are absent and the scales are very 
small. The lateral line is carried anteriorly and then it is continued to 
the lower half of the caudal fin. The dorsal fin arises midway 
between the posterior margin of the orbit and the base of the caudal 
fin; it is behind the anterior origin of the ventrals. The pectoral fin 
is as long as the head behind the eye, and is_ separated from the 
ventrals by a considerable distance. There is a scaly appendage in 
the axil of the pectoral fin. The colouration is much lighter in young 
individuals than in the adult. The back is greenish grey. 

The Indian Trout, or Barilius bola , as is better known, is really 
not a trout. He is game looking and quite good eating. He is 
common over all N. India and Burma, and large bags can be made 
with fly spoon or fly. I have had 40 fish in a couple of hours in the 
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Sahmaw Chaung and many over 2 pounds in weight. This fish is. 
excellently illustrated in colour in the B.N.H. Society’s Journal 
No. 2, Vol. XXXIX. 

The maximum weight given in the ‘Rod in India’ is well 
exceeded by the fish in Burma, and I should call it 3 to 4 pounds. 
My best was 3 pounds and was in a very small stream (see notes on 
‘Sahmaw Chaung’). In large rivers he would grow proportionately in 
weight and dimensions. 

Good Bait for Mahseer .—The small one are particularly 
beloved of the Mahseer, so make an excellent live or dead bait. They 
will occasionally jump out of the water when hooked, and seem to 
prefer slow moving water above a rapid with fairly large boulders, to 
the actual rapid itself. I have been most successful in smooth water. 
They are highly predacious fish, as the following amusing incident 
will prove. 

While I was at Sahmaw in Burma, I had the forest officer stay ¬ 
ing with me. He was a keen fisherman. The stream was about 15 
yards in front of my bungalow, and had a nice pool in front and in 
full view of the verandah. After tiffin ‘George’ as he was 
commonly called, made a cast and was taken by what appeared to be 
a good fish. The reel screamed, the rod bent in two and a furious 
fight went on for about 10 minutes. This was being watched by an 
interested company from my verandah, when suddenly the rod 
slacked and we thought he had lost his fish. He reeled jn a small B. 
bola about 6 inches long which had obviously been taken by a large 
fish, and the fight was the disputed right of who should have the fish, 
George or the big fellow ! ! He suffered much leg pulling for taking 
10 minutes to land a fish of a few ounces. 

Tackle and fishing for this fish is the same as for small Mahseer, 
as mentioned in Chapter IV. 

15 . BARIUUS TILEO (Ham.) 

Vernacular names :— Tilei y Selden, Boolla and Snnd~u-a-rie, Assam. 


D. 9 (2/7); P. 14; V. 9; A. 13 (3/10); C. 20; L. 1. 69-75. 



Fig. 15 .—Barilius tileo Hamilton. 

This is the only other fish likely to be confused with B. bola . It 
is similar in colour, but does not attain more than one and a half 
pounds in weight. It is distinguishable by its shape, being ‘pot 
bellied’ i.e. the abdominal profile more convex than the dorsal. The 
snout is pointed, and back almost straight giving the appearance of 
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the head being* cocked up. It is taken in similar water to that of 
Banlius bola and in the same way. Fights well. General .—It is 
a good table fish but bony. 


Genus : Chela. 

16 . CHILWA. Cheela argentea Day. 

Vernacular names :— Chaya-vellachee or Vellachee-cundee. Tam. 

D. 9-10 (||) ; P. 15 ; V. 8 ; A. 17-19 (~U) ; C. 19 ; L. 1 . 43-4 5 



Fig*. 16 .—Cheela argentea Day. 


This is a brig*ht silvery fish, keeping mostly at the surface of the 
water. It has a long, more or less compressed body with a small 
head and upturned mouth. The cleft of mouth extends to below 
the anterior third of the orbit. There is a knob above the symphysis 
of the lower jaw. The sub-orbital ring of bones is very broad and 
nearly covers the cheek, the third almost touching the preopercular 
ridge. The breast is without a sharp edge. The dorsal fin is situat¬ 
ed over the commencement of the anal fin, and is in the posterior, 
third of the distance between the snout and the base of the caudal fin. 
The pectoral fin reaches the ventral and the caudal is deeply forked. 
The lateral line descends gently for the first twelve scales, and finally 
attains the centre of the caudal. There are ij rows of scales between 
the lateral line and the base of the ventral fin, and about 27 to 30 
rows anterior to the dorsal fin. Colour .—Silvery with a lateral 
band which fades after death. Caudal is dark edged, as is also 
occasionally the anal. 

A small, narrow, closely-scaled, very delicate fish. It is difficult 
to handle without the hands getting covered with scales. Some 
anglers (the lover of the fly) will spend hours with a tiny fly, amusing 
themselves catching these fish. I find it tame sport, for even with 
three fly on at a. time they give little fun. They are so long and 
narrow that they seem unable to hold the water against resistance 
of even the lightest rod. They make excellent bait for any fishing 
where predatory fish are sought as they seem to be the most favoured 
of all the small fish. If the Chilwa are moving in the river it may be 
safely assumed that the larger fish are on the feed, and good sport 
imminent. Does equally well in tanks and rivers. 


{To he continued.) 








